Lucy Walter
Now James IL in his memoirs, written, let us remember,
long after the event, for he was only a boy of fourteen or
fifteen at this time, declares that Charles met Lucy for the
first time at the Hague, and he says that Algernon Sidney
told him that he had made love to Lucy and had given her
fifty gold pieces as the price of her honour, but that he
had never enjoyed her favour owing to the fact that he had
to join his regiment in a hurry. It would be interesting to
know when and where this happened, and also when and
where the republican, Algernon Sidney, met James II. and
Algernon discoursed of his early wickedness in this familiar
way* The libel is worth a moment's consideration as it is
really the foundation of the myth that Lucy Walter was a
woman of loose character before she met Charles.
Now we know that Algernon Sidney was wounded at
Marston Moor in 1644, when Miss Walter was only fourteen
and almost certainly then living in remote South Wales,
where her family and relatives were actively engaged in
fighting Algernon's friends.
At Marston Moor Algernon was disabled from wounds
for a considerable time, and then in May 1645 he left the
army " by reason of his lameness," as he writes to Fairfax.
After that, in 1647, he recovered, and once again served in
Ireland, where his brother, Lord Lisle, was made Lieutenant-
Governor.
The story went that Algernon handed the girl over to
his brother, Colonel Robert Sidney, an officer in the English
regiment in the Dutch service afterwards known as the
Buffs, and that Lucy was living with him at the Hague
when Charles II. arrived early in July 1648. This story,
again, seems first to have been started when it was im-
portant to James IL and his friends to counter the declara-
tion of Monmouth's party that he was a legitimate heir to
the throne. The truth of the story depends mainly on
the slender support of James's memoirs and statements,
He continuously affected to believe, and constantly affirmed,
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